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Even though this tragedy affects all of us in the Ecclesiastical Provincial of Kaduna, it 

goes without saying that Sokoto Diocese, the family of late Michael Nnadi and the Good 

Shepherd Seminary Community bear the largest brunt of it. Consequently, on behalf of 

the Bishops of Kaduna Ecclesiastical Province, the priests, the religious and the lay 

faithful, I offer our heart-felt condolences to the Bishop of Sokoto Diocese, Most Rev. 

Matthew Hassan Kukah and the entire faithful of his jurisdiction and the seminary 

community on this sad and tragic occurrence. In a special way I offer our condolences 

to the Family of late Brother Michael Nnadi, especially, the grandmother. May God 

provide the needed grace in these very difficult and trying times.  

I am sure you will all agree with me that in our entire history as a sovereign nation we 

never had it this bad in terms of insecurity. Virtually every part of our country is today 

affected by security challenges, some more than others.  

The nation is under siege by insurgents, bandits, kidnappers, cattle rustlers etc. We 

continue to call on the government to do more than it is doing now to secure the citizens 

and their property.  

We are not oblivious of the efforts of the security agents who often put their lives on the 

line to secure us. We salute their courage and gallantry and urge them not to rest on 

their oars. We thank them for all they are doing and urge them to step up their operations 

especially in intelligence gathering and sharing among sister agencies for the common 

good. How can it be that in the 21st century that is driven by high security technology 

that kidnappers use modern means of communications that are controlled by satellite to 

discuss ransom and collect same and get away with it.  

Given where we are, one is left with no option than to ask: Have those charged with the 

constitutional duty of protecting and securing the lives and property the citizens run out 

of ideas? If anything, now is the time to start thinking outside the box in this matter. In 

my humbly layman's opinion, I think that the time has come for the government of this 

country to declare a state of emergency in the security sector and channel our resources 

to securing this country. For without security, the roads, railways, schools, hospitals, 

industries etc that we built will be useless. Security and peace is needed for these 

facilities to be used.  

On behalf of my brother Bishops of our Province, I thank the rector and his team for all 

they did and are doing in this tragic situation and wish to reassure him with the staff and 

students that we will do all that is humanly possible to secure this seminary.  

Finally, on that darkest of nights of January 8 that this devilish and dastardly attack took 

place no one imagined that it will end up this way with one of the abducted seminarians, 

Michael Nnadi in a casket. Our hope for the safe return of all the four seminarians was 

heightened when one was released on January 18 and, even more so when the other 

two were released on February 1.  

To say the least, Michael's tragic murder left us all with more questions than answers. 

We are left with why? Why? Why? Like the Jews of old in their moments of woes, 

suffering and sorrow, we cry out to God: "Why do you sleep 0 Lord? Awake, do not cast 

us off forever! Why do you hide your face?  



Why do you forget our affliction and oppression? For we sink down to the dust; our bodies 

cling to the ground. Rise up, come to our help. Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast 

love" (Ps. 44: 22-26).  

Dear friends, the cry of anguish of Israel in its darkest moment is today the cry of our 

dear nation Nigeria. It is especially the cry of northern states ravaged by insurgency, 

banditry, kidnappings for ransom, cattle rustling, herders/farmers clashes, armed 

robbery etc. It is the cry of Kaduna State and particularly the cry of Kaduna Ecclesiastical 

Province, of the Diocese of Sokoto and the of the Good Shepherd Major Seminary. And 

like I said in Maiduguri during the one year memorial of the attacks on Christians on 

Februaryl8, 2006: "In difficult and trying moments, it is easy, very easy, to think that the 

God of compassion and love, the God of the persecuted and minorities is absent, deaf 

and dumb. However, we know that the Israelites were never abandoned by God. They 

always came out triumphant over their enemies at the end of the day. We also know that 

even when Jesus cried out on the cross, "Eloi Eloi, lama sabachiani' ("My God, my God, 

why have you abandoned me" Mk. 15:34), he was not abandoned by his father. God was 

right there with him on the cross; that was why he conquered death by rising triumphantly 

and gloriously.  

The point dear friend is, God was right there with you our dear seminary community on 

that darkest of nights of January 8, 2020, because, he is Emmanuel, God with us, always, 

not sometimes. Like the Jews, we too shall conquer, by the grace of God.  

Thank you. 


