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When peace, like a river, attends all my way, 

when sorrows like sea-billows roll, 
whatever my path, you have taught me to say, 
 

‘It is well, it is well with my soul.’ 
‘It is well with my soul, 

it is well, it is well with my soul.’ 
 
Though Satan may buffet, though trials may come, 

let this calm assurance control: 
that Christ knows my need and my helplessness here 

and has shed his own blood for my soul. 
 
Frs. Chrys and Francis have gathered us today through an unpleasantly inevitable 

invitation. This is not an invitation for any anniversary or mundane celebration but to 
bid them farewell as they take the final step to be with the Lord. Therefore, it is a 

gathering in deep gratitude to God for the love, friendship and the ministerial work 
we shared for many years as priests and their ministry, which has enriched the faithful 

in many varied ways! We have therefore gathered as brother priests and religious, 
relatives and friends, and as men and women who are indebted to them through their 
ministry and life witness. 

As we bid farewell to them, we also recognize that while with us, they had human 

limitations that still haunt us as pilgrims on earth. Now, they cannot help themselves, 
they need our prayers to finish the unfinished work. That part of our work began with 

the opening prayers for this Mass when we prayed that the souls of Chrys and Francis 
‘whom God honoured with sacred office while they lived in this world, may exult 
forever in the glorious home of heaven.’ We present them to the mercy of God in 

consideration of those times when human weakness predominated the sustaining 
grace of God while they were alive. May their souls and the souls of the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen 

We cannot measure the level of sadness experienced by the Claretians, family 
members and friends of our beloved brothers Chrys and Francis, especially for Chrys, 

whose period of illness was very short and left many unprepared for the next steps! 
However, we are consoled by the words of today’s gospel as we draw strength from 
the witness of the lives of our confreres Chrys and Francis. 

As we cry, we listen carefully and meditatively to Jesus' voice in John 14: 1-6. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled, but rather believe in me. ‘I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the father except through me.  This passage, addressed to 

the disciples of Jesus two thousand years ago while they were afraid of the impending 
departure of their boss, is also addressed to us today. First of all, it is a consolation 
for all who have painfully gathered here; that believing in the words of 

Jesus, our brothers are at peace with the Lord and on the other hand that if we 



follow the path of Jesus as his true disciples, we will not be afraid of death and 
will experience the joy of being with the heavenly father whenever death calls.  

In consideration of the first part, we gather to bear witness to the lives of our brothers 

and ask God to grant them the beatific vision which, following our witness of their 
lives, we believe they have merited. In the second part, aware of the statement of 

Francis Bacon that ‘men fear death as children fear the dark and as that natural fear 
in children is increased with tales, so is’ men’s fear in death filled with tales. We don’t 

want to be telling tales about death, Christ’s word should be enough for us! We 
therefore ask for God’s grace to be true disciples of Christ who would not fear death 
but those who will see death only as a path to eternal life.  

On Wednesday, July 13, 2022, Fr. Chrysanthus Nnaemeka Ogbozo was on this pulpit 

admonishing everyone during the funeral of the Late Fr. Nick Mbogu. Though the 
death was shocking and sudden, Chrys was at his best, armed with a strong faith, 

admonishing us ‘to see death as a necessary end and should not be troubled when 
we lose our loved one to the cold hands of death.’ Today, we have gathered to his 
funeral not to cry and lose hope but to take his words seriously and commend him 

and Francis to the mercy of God, for they have fought the good fight. Both Francis 
and Chrysanthus, in their ardent faith in witness to the gospel, shared several virtues 

that are important as true Christian witness. We mention a few of them here: 

1. Uncompromising flair for accountability: You dare not deal with Fr. 
Chrysanthus if you will not respect accountability and sincerity in all aspects of 

life. Those who are close to him know that he religiously uses different colors 
of pen in addition to paper makers. Those represent his rigorous analytic 
scrutiny in the general academia. However, beyond that, these pens and paper 

makers are equally useful in his daily transactions of every aspect of life. 
Sometimes, those close to him, to make him compromise a little in this area, 

will call him nwa Jacob onye nkuzi take it easy! He will beam a smile and get 
along when he wants, but sometimes, he will still insist on things getting 
properly done. Virtually all those who worked with Fr. Francis witnessed his 

high level of concern for proper accountability as bursar of the Claretian 
Postulate and at the theologate Enugu. Similarly, he displayed this virtue while 

working in the parish, exemplified by a masterly faithfulness to the parish 
accounting system. One of his contemporaries remarked of him: “Fr. 
Francis….whom I have lived and worked with was a Claretian who was very 

stubborn with the truth and accountability especially in financial matters”. 
 

2. Kindhearted and selfless: In Colossians 3:12-13, St Paul admonishes us as 
God’s chosen ones to be compassionate, kind, and humble and to forgive one 
another. In response to this Christian call, Francis exemplified the virtues of 

compassion, empathy and selflessness both in the parish ministry and in the 
formation houses where he worked. For example, being helpless at the 

expulsion of one of those placed under him, he said: “…what I know is that 
you will be a priest, when and where I do not know.” Fr. Chrysanthus Nnaemeka 
Ogbozo’s life, taking a cue from the selfless life of Christ, was a mixture of the 

virtues of the good Samaritan in Lk 10:25-37 and the virtues of Moses in 
Exodus 32. Both the good Samaritan and Moses displayed uncommon selfless 



characters. Chrys, like the good Samaritan, never bothered about the risks of 
the deadly roads between Nsukka and Owerri, amid high insecurity in Nigeria 

and continued to ply the roads almost weekly for the love of Claretian Institute 
of Philosophy, Claretian University of Nigeria and the wellbeing of the 

Claretians in general. Similarly, like Moses, he never bothered whether he was 
duly appreciated but kept doing what he considered right towards the progress 
of our missionary life. He was charitable to a fault! He practically shared and 

gave out to others what he could not enjoy himself, which, for example, 
included his time, resources and space! Claretian University of Nigeria and 

Claretian Institute of Philosophy will forever remain indebted to people like 
him! 
 

3. Humility: Francis, popularly known as Rabbi for his love and eagerness to 
share God’s word, unassumingly communicated his message without 

arrogance. While enjoying the company of his brothers, he humbly accepted 
every task he was given in the community, even when perceived to be 
diminutive. Chrysanthus belonged to the high academia quite early after his 

doctoral degree but humbly, for the sake of the gospel, accepted every 
appointment and job given to him even when they were outside his comfort 

zone (academia). I remember sometime in 2000, when a fellow academic 
ridiculed him by calling him ‘a book seller’ simply because while a member of 

the Provincial Government, he was in charge of communication. In humility 
rather than being the ‘the big man’ that sends ‘boys’ to errands, he also was 
serving as an errand boy in carrying and selling the books himself to the 

parishes and institutions.  
 

4. Hard work: If their lives were to be a dictionary, you would find neither 
laziness nor lousiness in them. Deeply steeped in the Letter of St Paul to the 
Colossians 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for human masters”, our brothers here worked their 
lives to death! It is not, therefore, surprising that at some stage, Fr. Francis 

was made the farm manager of the provincial farm in Benue state in addition 
to being the bursar of the Novitiate! The case of Fr. Chrys is something else. 
At every instance, he is combining intellectual and manual work. Once he 

arrives here anytime from Nsukka, the environment changes for good: The 
students and staff will know it is time for seriousness and time to get things 

done right! Exiting the school, sometimes around 7 pm, he only gets to the 
house for evening prayers and meals that only take about two hours. After 
that, Chrys is back to work. Fr. Chrys worked and worked and worked, even 

on the death bed! All this, not for self but for the progress of humanity and his 
beloved Congregation! 

The few virtues we mentioned here, for want of time, are our witnesses to the lives 

of our brothers, and they grant us the consolation that they are at peace with the 
Lord following the promises of our Savior. May the souls of Chrysanthus and Francis 

and the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

Having borne witness to their lives, we now turn to ourselves, who are still pilgrims 
on earth. To what extent can we proudly say that we are ready for or are not afraid 



of death, bearing in mind our witnessing to Christ amid all our daily schedules and 
encounters? The truth is that death can call on any of our doors any day, even today. 

Are we ready for it today, next week, next month or even next year? Most people 
here will exclaim with the recent Pentecostalist slang, ‘not my portion.’ Yet people 

continue to die, including those who make this kind of rejection! The truth is that we 
reject death because we are not spiritually and materially ready. Being materially 
ready is a discussion for another day. 

What is important for us today is how we can become spiritually ready to embrace 
death joyfully. We can only succeed in this direction by being true disciples of Christ 
in word and deed. He tells us in the gospel that he is the way, the truth and the life. 

Accepting Jesus as the way, the truth and the life, implies following his path: suffering 
as he suffered, dying for others as he did, feeding others as he did, accepting insults 

from those he came to save and yet forgave them, working even when his disciples 
were asleep, washing the feet of his disciples instead of them doing that for him as 
their boss etc. As we bear witness to the fact that these our two brothers zealously 

followed this part of Jesus in word and deed while they lived, let us try to do same 
ourselves or even surpass them so that our end will be a joyful one for we will be 

assured of everlasting peace with the Lord.   

Fr. Chrysanthus and Fr. Francis dedicated their lives in service to and within the church 
and in service to humanity. They were not afraid to discuss and debate about the 
church, but in the depths of their priestly ministry, they loved the church. In John 

6:53-58, Jesus specified the proper food for pilgrims on earth as his body and blood.    
While with us, they had this food as their central anchor; they had a strong devotion 

to the Eucharist as a necessity for their spiritual growth while on earth. To the glory 
of God, both of them were able to receive viaticum (the Eucharist and anointing) 
before they bowed to the power of death on their sickbeds.  

As we thank God for the evident Christian witness in their lives and pray for their 
eternal repose, we pray that the Lord will grant us the grace to bear true witness to 
Christ’s life and teachings as we continue our earthly sojourn. May the souls of Fr. 

Chrys and Francis and the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God 
rest in peace. Amen. 

>> By VRFr Dr John Ezenwankwor, CMF 

 

 

 

 


